Today we are goingto have a happily ever afterkind of day. It’s National Tell A Fairy Tale Day!

Before the days of the telephone, television, books and even the internet we had story tellers. These
were people thattold histories, myths, and legend around the fire. Now we have these written down
and have become known, the world over, as fairy tales.


https://youtu.be/OSWLxj4kTKA

Some of these fairy tales were written to help teach children something or show them how to
behave, although some did have a basisintruth!

For example, some believe the story of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfsisinspired by the real -life
of Margarete von Waldeck, the daughter of the 16th century Count of Waldeck. The area of
Germany where the family lived was known for mining. Some of the tunnels were so tight they had
to use children—or small people such as dwarfs —to work the mines.

Margarete’s beauty is well documented, and she had a stepmotherwho sent heraway. She fellin
love with a prince but mysteriously died before she could have herhappily ever after.

As the stories evolved, they took on a more magical quality with fictional characters such as fairies,
giants, mermaidsand gnomes, and sometimes gruesome story plots.

The brothers Grimm collected and published some of the more well-known tales we are familiar
with today. Jakob and his brother Wilhelmtogethersetoutona questto preservethese talesata
time in history when atradition of oral storytelling was fading.

Rumpelstiltskin is one of the talesthey collected. There were several versions, and the little man
went by many namesin different parts of Europe. From Trit-a-trotin Ireland to Whuppity Stoorie in
Scotland, Rumplestiltskin was one difficult man to identify.

Hans Christian Andersen, first published in 1829, brought to us written versions of the Princess and
the Pea, The Ugly Duckling, The Little Mermaid and many more. Where Grimm’s tales could take on
a darker cast and unmistakably written with adultsin mind, Andersen’s stories are sweetand warm.
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Below are three differentactivities to, hopefully, engage your child. | have chosen these as they

are a popular set of books that children can often access by themselves. Foryounger children|
have given a range of activitiesfor you to choose from all about books and stories.

1. Rainbow Magic- based on a series of stories about fairies

2. BeastQuest- basedona series of all about beasts and magic


https://youtu.be/jfg-CYLs9_s
https://youtu.be/3QzT1sq6kCY

3. Avarietyof activitiesthat can be appliedto lots of different books for children of all ages

Rainbow Magic
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RainspellIsland is where Fairies of all shapesand types live. If you have not read any of theirbooks, |
am such youwould enjoy them. Ask usin school if you can borrow a copy of one of them. Or some
are available onthe Epicwebsite

Have any of youbeenona ferry? orto an island? How did you feel whenyou had that first glimpse
of landand how itfeelsto be going on holiday and staying somewhere new?

What words can you think of to describe the excitement, comparing their experience to that of
Kirsty and Rachel as they near Rainspell for the first time

What can you hear? The sound of seagulls, the wavesrippling along the side of the ferry, the chug of
the engine asthey approach the white cliffs. What can you feel? The cool breeze of the wind, the
warmth of the sun on theirface, etc.

Have a go at writing your own Fairy story, you can use the following templatesto help you

Story writingtemplate

Once you have created yourtemplate, can you write your own story? Could you performiit?

We wouldlove tosee orhear yourstories!


https://www.christchurchprimary.org.uk/web/tell_a_fairytale_day_2021/545209

Beast Quest
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ORCHARD BOOKS www.beastquest .co.uk

Fight the beasts; fear the magic
We have beast quest books inschool if youwould like to try any of them.

An addictive and all-engaging journey into the fantasy world of Avantia complete with wizards,
heroes, magicand, of course, an array of deadly beasts to overcome! The ever popular Beast Quest
books provide awonderful stimulus forreadingand writingin all shapes and forms; narrative, non-
fiction, dramaand poetry. The first series of books follows the journey of two unlikely heroes —Tom,
a seemingly ordinary boy fromthe village of Errinel, and his new-found friend, the orphan Elenna—
ina questtosave the kingdom of Avantiafrom the Dark Wizard, Malvel. Aided by theirtrusted
companions, awolf named Silverand Tom’s horse Storm, the two children are charged with the
unenviabletask of freeing the six protectors of the kingdom from an evil spell. It just so happens that
the protectors, now turned destroyers, are six terrifying beasts: a sea serpent, mountain giant,
horse-man, snow monster, flame bird and the first beast we are introduced to — Ferno, the Fire
Dragon. As Tom and Elennatravel through the land of Avantia, we travel with them across the first
series of six books encounteringanew beast with all its particular perilsand dangersin each. As the
guestcontinuesthe Defenders become ourfriends and we find out more about Tom’s missing
father, Taladon the Swift, the Ancient Scripts of the kingdom and the history between the battling
wizards. It’s an enticing adventure which grips youngreaders and draws them into this exciting,
addictive and magical world. We start with Tom’s accidental recruitment as a knightforthe realm
and hisfirst beast challenge against Ferno the Fire Dragon.



Have a go at writing your own Beast Quest story, you can use the following templatesto help you

Story writingtemplate

Once you have created yourtemplate, can you write your own story? Could you performit?
We wouldlove tosee orhear yourstories!

Take a book, any book, but preferably a favourite, and bringit to life fora day of creative play with
these story book activities.

Puppets are a perfect way to bring a favourite story to life: take a look at these inspiringideas
for making puppets with children.

You could also use homemade story stones to tell a tale.

Build a den and you can use it as the launch pad to act out the story you have beenreading.

Try these dressing up ideas to make simple, playful costumes, or make a mask toturn yourselfinto
one of the characters.

Or what aboutfocusingonthe foodin yourstory, and using that as a way to recreate ascene ~ like
our Mad Hatter’s Tea Party?

A favourite story book activity of oursis to build a small world, where we can act out the tale with
puppets, adding twists and turns of our own.

Try these small world activities orthis fairy land forideas to get you started.

Use my story spinner printable to write yourown tales.



https://www.christchurchprimary.org.uk/web/tell_a_fairytale_day_2021/545209
https://nurturestore.co.uk/making-puppets-with-children
https://nurturestore.co.uk/seaside-story-stones
https://nurturestore.co.uk/build-a-den-day
https://nurturestore.co.uk/dressing-up-ideas
https://nurturestore.co.uk/make-easy-owl-mask
https://nurturestore.co.uk/mad-hatters-tea-party
https://nurturestore.co.uk/small-world-activities
https://nurturestore.co.uk/waldorf-steiner-make-a-fairy-land
https://nurturestore.co.uk/story-writing-for-kids-printable-story-spinner

