At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we balleve trusted adults should be aware of, Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.
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The Switch is a hybrid console released by popular video game company Nintendo in 2017. It's
classed as a hybrid because it’s designed to be played both at home on a television, like traditional
consoles (think a PlayStation or an Xbox) or out and about like a portable console, such as a
GameBoy. It uses two detachable and wireless ‘Joy-Con’ controllers on either side of the console’s
screen, which can be used by one or two players. The Switch can be played on the internet with the
purchase of Nintendo Switch Online, in the living room together or on the go during long journeys,
but bear in mind it needs to be charged just like anything else!
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PARENTAL CONTROLS
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Parental Controls. Once you've
got the app on your mobile
device, it's a simple process to
pair your two devices, giving
you a suite of options to help
make sure your child is having
fun in a safe and structured
environment curated by you.
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ONLINE RESTRICTIONS

Anothar major inclusion in tha app is the
ability to block your child from seeing
anything to do with age restricted games.
Theres alsoane feature
that restricts access to games that have free
communication features between strangers
on the internet. This includes things like
private messages and unsolicited images.
Should you be concemed that strangers
mimt be using the games to talk to your

child, a simple press of a button will disallow
any access they might have.

NINTENDO ESHOP SETTINGS

In the Nintendo eShop you can set up a password to help stop your child or somebody else from accessing any sensitive information,

PLAY WITH YOUR CHILD

One of the wonderful things
about the Switch is that there
are an abundance of great

onjoy mzﬁh-

the whole family. Nintendo

Mms’ & long his! of zaking

and supporting

friandly games like Mario

and Mario Party, both of M can
be played with two or more players

using the Joy-Con controllers.

such as bank account details. The options here indude entering s password to access the eShop to
card information access is attempted, or when PayPal is accessed. Choosing which areas are
deciding what level of access is given on the device. For example, if you're happy to have
might want, you can allow access to the eShop but introduce the password before a pul

with, when any saved credit
protected helps ensure you're
vdﬂdbvwnmesbopforgamthoy
is made ensuring no mishaps occur.

LIMITING PLAY TIME

By linking the app with the Nintendo
Switch, you can set time limits and
reminders when you think h
time has been spent playing. it lets
you see if a game Is still played
and gives you the option to
amnnualt‘putﬂ\e console into
sleep mode if the message Isz\a

This should only be used as a nsorl
though as it could cause some friction
between you!

SET PLAY TIMES

Another handy feature is the
ability to set laytimes
for days of the week, allowing
you to tailor play time

you and your child's schedules,
This is great for setting
boundaries and encoura
gaming as partof a hultgy
routine. It wlll also help your
child with their friends
when they can all be online.

) SEE PLAY HISTORY

The Nintendo Switch Parental
Controls app can also send a report
telling you how much time your
child spends playing each game.
This is a great way to spot t!
favourite or most played games and

M r child about it. It could also
identify any ssues
ln:md playtime m" arise.

Mee{ our exper{

Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for 5 years as a writer, editor
and presenter. He is the current gaming editor of two of the biggest gaming
naws sites In the world, UNILAD Gaming and GAMINGbDIble, Starting gaming
from a young age with his siblings, he has a passion for understanding how
games and tech work, but more importantly, how to make them safe and fun.
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