
Reading at home
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Aims

 To help you become more confident when reading with your child at home

 To introduce a possible way of using the school reading scheme books with 

your child

 To encourage use of the home school reading record and some tips on using 

questions

 To share a possible way of reading for pleasure



Reading at home
 Although your child will be taught to read at school, you can have a huge 

impact on their reading journey by continuing their practice at home.

 There are two types of reading book that your child may bring home:

 A reading practice book. This will be at the correct phonic stage for your 

child. They should be able to read this fluently and independently.

 A sharing book. Your child will not be able to read this on their own. This 

book is for you both to read and enjoy together.



Reading practice books

 This book has been carefully matched to your child’s current reading level. If 

your child is reading it with little help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy –

your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading.

 Listen to them read the book. Remember to give them lots of praise –

celebrate their success! If they can’t read a word, read it to them. After they 

have finished, talk about the book together.

 Your child may have the same book and you know they can read it but it is 

often better to read and re-read the same book to help develop their fluency 

and comprehension so please don’t rush to change it.

 At the same time, if you child has had the book for a while please encourage 

their growing independence by sending it into school with a message in their 

reading record and telling them to let us know they would like to read with us 

and change their book!



Reading practice books
 Let’s have a look at the back cover and the information that it shares with us.

This tells us the 

phonics phase

The (new) 

phonemes 

(sounds) found in 

this book

Any other 

information



Reading practice books
 The inside front cover 

gives us more information. 

We can share this with the 

children before they read, 

to help them get ready 

and identify any tricky 

sounds or words that 

might not be familiar.



Reading practice books
 And the inside back 

cover gives us some 
activities for after we’ve 
finished reading.

 There can also 
sometimes be some 
comprehension 
(understanding) 
questions here too which 
will help you child show 
you how much of what 
they’ve read they’ve 
understood.

 Use these inside front 
and back pages with 
your child.



Home school reading records
 Use these to communicate with your child’s class teacher.

 Give them updates on your child’s reading progress.

 Were there any words or phonemes they struggled with? We can help support 
with these in school.

 Did you child read fluently?

 Were any discussions had around what had been read?

 Did they particularly like the book? Would they like more books like the one 
read?

 What else have they been reading? Have they been enjoying other sources or 
reading like magazines, comics, newspapers etc.

 All of your communication helps us build a picture of your child as a reader.

 In return we will try to let you know when you child has read with an adult in 
school, how impressed we are with their effort and any difficulties that could 
be supported with at home.

 Again, however, the most important thing is just to spend time reading with 
your child!



Home school reading records
 These suggested comments might help you…



Reading for pleasure
 In order to encourage your child to become a lifelong reader, it is important 

that they learn to read for pleasure. The sharing book is a book they have 

chosen for you to enjoy together.

 Please remember that you shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone. 

Read it to or with them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, predict what 

might happen next, use different voices for the characters, explore the facts 

in a non-fiction book. The main thing is that you have fun!



Reading for pleasure
 Choose a book together

 Turn off devices

 Find somewhere comfortable to read and snuggle up together

 Share the reading

 Definitely do “voices”

 Try to include actions

 Play games that involve making connections between pictures, objects and 

words, such as reading about an object and finding similar things in your 

home

 Read for a long time or read for 2 minutes, whatever suits your child

 Give books as presents

 Read, read and read again the same books, especially your child’s favourites

 Visit the library

 And most importantly…



Reading for pleasure

ENJOY READING AND HAVE FUN!


